We reviewed 26 fractures involving the distal physis of the tibia to identify the patterns of formation and displacement of the subsequent growth disturbance lines. Twenty-one patients showed a regular "normal" pattern of line and healed with no deformity. Three patients had medial physeal arrest revealed by abnormal lines. Two other cases had a minor central physeal arrest without subsequent deformity. The pattern and character of the growth disturbance line can provide an early warning of potential deformity. Two patients showed signs of a small central area of arrest of the distal tibia! physis.
Case 2. A nine-year-old girl sustained a severe fracture (Fig. 7) . At open reduction a small part of the physis could be seen to remain attached to the metaphysis (Fig. 8) 
